Hello Chris,
Long time, no see (or better… no e-mail). First of all, let me wish a very very happy New Year, with good Health, lots of joyful moments, and professional success for you and your family! 
I am really sorry that I haven’t written to you for so long… Since I left Miami to come to Greece (about a year ago), I always thought of sending an e-mail to you as soon as the final version of our paper was complete. But this was getting more and more delayed, and so did my e-mail to you… Of course, I could have sent an e-mail anyway, but I kept postponing it for next week and next week… I am sorry for that… Of course, I knew that you were getting updates on my work through Bruce, Vinny and Pavlos, and I thought maybe that was OK… Plus, give me some credit, because the military service got me “out of rhythme” for the entire 2006 …

Anyway, enough with the excuses… Just to give you a short update, I was called in the Air Force on March 15th last year (and I am finishing in 2 months from now, after serving my 1 mandatory year). The first month was tough, as I received the basic Air force training, but then – due to my background – I was given the specialization of “Air Force meteorologist/observer” and got trained for about 1 ½ months here in Athens. Then I moved to the island of Rhodes (one of the biggest, and nicest I would say, islands in the southeast of Greece, very close to Turkey), where I worked in the met office of the island’s international airport for about 3 months (my duties: weather observation and weather briefing to aircraft crew). In September, I came back to Athens and was positioned in the Hellenic National Meteorological Service (www.hnms.gr), and I am still there working in the Radar/Satellite department. So, as you can see, it was more like a job for me, rather than doing errands, guarding camps, participating in boot camps etc. And I am very lucky for that… Plus, I gained important experience…

Despite all these activities, I was constantly in contact with Bruce and Pavlos and kept working on the thesis’ paper (intermittently though)… There were some periods that I was late in completing my assigned work, and others that Bruce was late in turn… ( So, we are quite delayed, but hopefully close to the paper submission… Bruce wrote to me yesterday, that he has already sent the draft to you and Pavlos for final comments, corrections and an attempt to shorten it up… What do you think? Is it good enough?

To be honest, I really enjoyed the work on the paper, and I feel that I know the specific topic and the processes quite well… And if you, Bruce and Pavlos agree on that, I would like to keep on working with all of you on similar stuff (mostly during my free time) and maybe publish some more papers… 
As far as my future plans, I have found a research position here in Athens, with the Hellenic Center for Marine Research (www.hcmr.gr). I already work there part-time (I go there once or twice a week in the afternoon and work mostly at home) and I will probably start in April full-time… I will be working with Dr. Anagnostou (currently an associate professor at UConn environmental engineering school) and some other scientists there on the NCEP/Eta atmospheric model and data assimilation. I will also “connect” this work with a PhD, probably from a Greek University (need to find a professor though, who will accept that I will be working at HCMR and my real advisors will be the other scientists/professors). 

Dr. Anagnostou offered me to go to UConn for 1 year, complete the coursework, and then get back to Athens to continue with the research work (and therefore get the PhD from UConn)… But since I got engaged to my girlfriend, Katerina, and because I don’t want to “lose” another year on courses, I will probably stay in Greece, where the PhD involves only research and no coursework…

Let me come back to our work… I don’t know if Pavlos, Bruce or Vinny have told you about it, but as part of the work on the paper, I went through most of the data from the first 3 stratocumulus cruises (EPIC, PACS, Stratus 2004), corrected some errors, and created a few matlab codes that construct one matlab structured file (one tree-structured variable), which contains all the data I used plus some analysis results… I believe it will be something very useful to you and your research, and one important characteristic is that these new matlab codes are quite “automated”, in the sense that one can easily process the data from any future cruise (for example Stratus 2005 and 2006), add them to this one structured variable and plot individual or composite figures… I also have two codes that plot all the paper graphs, based on this structured matlab file.
I am attaching here the “readme file” I created for the matlab structured file, so that you get an idea of what I am talking about… the file itself is quite big (about 35 MB), so I cannot send it with an attachment… If it is easy for you, please give me the instructions and I will upload it in your ftp site… Or I can have our IT guy or Vinny do that from RSMAS… And I would also like to provide you with the matlab codes that process the data and create this file (I only need to gather the final versions of the ASCII data files and the codes, and put them all together to a zip file)… Further, I can also write down a report, concerning the errors I have found by going deep into the data files (mostly ceilometer and soundings), but this will take some extra time as I need to go over my notes and transfer everything in an electronic word file. Let me know if you are interested in all these developments, and I will be very happy to provide everything to you.

So, I believe that’s enough for now… I know that my e-mail is one of the “shortest” you have received (, but I couldn’t help it… there were so many things I needed to write to you…

How about you and your research? How is your family? And when are you coming to Greece? Actually, Bruce wrote to me about the IUGG meeting in Perugia, I already replied to him that I will probably attend, so we can probably meet there… It will be great to see you after all this time… and drink some Manhattans…

Looking forward to your reply,

Cheers,

Sharkbait            

