February 24, 2005









Dear Climate Colleagues:

You are invited to participate in the NOAA Climate Observation Program 3rd Annual System Review, scheduled from April 25-27, 2005.  This meeting will help us continue charting the future of NOAA’s contributions to the integrated global ocean observing system.  We are proud to announce that with your hard work the ocean climate observing system has surpassed 50% completion.  

The first two days of the Annual System Review will be focused on Climate Research and Operations and the Sustained Ocean Observing System.  The third day will include invited presentations from our partners, highlighting international partnerships that help enhance the integrated ocean observing system.  

A Climate Observing System Council (COSC) meeting will be held after the Annual System Review followed by an International JCOMM Observations Coordination Group meeting.  The location for all events is the Holiday Inn in Silver Spring, Maryland (hotel and travel details follow).  It will be a full and productive week.

Monday/Tuesday Science Sessions and Participant Contributions

Focus: Climate Research and Operations and the Sustained Ocean Observing System
Theme 1: The use of integrated ocean observing system (IOOS) data to resolve Climate Signals and to develop indices for Detection and Attribution of Climate Change

· Definition and identification of climate signals

· What measurements are needed to understand climate signals and index them?  Which ones are we now measuring with IOOS?  How can their measurement be improved?  Which ones are additionally needed?  

· The use of satellite observations and blending with the in situ components
· What products are we generating (or are needed) to best describe the climate system?

Theme 2: Model validation and initialization 

· Observations needed for model validation

· Observations needed for model initialization

· Elements of the IOOS used to compare with products from model simulations to analyze and to diagnose the nature of the disagreements

· Where the models fail and how IOOS can help

Theme 3: Direct application of observing system information.  What is needed?  What can people use?

· Ecosystem assessment and management
· Hazards and warnings
· Global and regional change
· Resource management
These science sessions will help support the development of the NOAA Climate Agenda for the upcoming years.  We see these sessions as opportunities to exchange ideas and will provide ample time for open discussion in the meeting agenda. 

This year, we ask you to register for the Annual System Review on-line by accessing the website, http://www.ocoreview.noaa.gov.  When prompted enter the following for the username and password:

Username: OCO (all uppercase) 

Password: register (all lowercase)

Once there, please indicate your interest in giving an oral presentation and/or presenting a poster.  If you wish to present, you will be prompted to include your abstract related to the presentation and/or poster option and choose the science theme most closely linked with your presentation(s).  If you plan to submit an abstract, please register for the meeting no later than March 18.
PRESENTATIONS for Climate Research and Operations and the Sustained Ocean Observing System Session

We invite you to submit an abstract to be considered for the oral presentation sessions.  Abstracts should address one or more of the science session themes and the questions to be discussed.  Due to time constraints, we are only able to schedule a limited number of oral presentations during the Annual System Review but those not selected for these sessions will be given first priority to be included in the illustrated poster sessions.  

· If your oral presentation is accepted, you will be notified by March 25 and we ask that you email your presentation to diane.stanitski@noaa.gov no later than April 21 (close of business), so that it can be saved and placed in order on the workshop computer as well as the OCO web site.  (We will also notify you if your abstract has been accepted as a poster.)  

· Soon after the Annual System Review, please email a brief overview (1-2 paragraphs) of your presentation (no later than May 3).  This will be included in the final workshop report.

Oral presentations are scheduled in 20 to 30-minute slots, including time for questions.  The preliminary agenda showing your scheduled time will be placed on the meeting website by mid-April. 

Posters

As with last year’s meeting, you are invited to create an AGU/AMS style portrait-oriented poster to highlight your network/project accomplishments as they relate to one or more of the three session themes.  We will schedule poster presentations immediately following related oral presentations.  Each poster presenter will be allotted two minutes and one visual (overhead transparency or PowerPoint slide) to provide a brief poster introduction for the meeting participants.  We will have both an overhead and computer projector available for your use.  

· If you plan to show a PowerPoint slide as your visual during your 2-minute overview, please email the slide to diane.stanitski@noaa.gov by April 21 so that it can be saved and placed in order on the workshop computer.  If you plan to contribute more than one poster, please clearly label your slide with the title of the poster and author(s) and send a separate slide for each poster.

· Please make 40 (8-1/2” x 11”) color copies of your poster to distribute to workshop participants during the poster session. 

· Soon after the Annual System Review, please email your poster as a PowerPoint slide or pdf (by May 3) to be included on our OCO web site (www.oco.noaa.gov).  

Thank you for agreeing to contribute to the Annual System Review.  We appreciate your time and will all greatly benefit from your posters and oral presentations.

Meeting Logistics

Here is hotel information for the meeting. 
Holiday Inn

8777 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Tel: 1-301-589-0800, Fax: 1-301-587-4791

· Rooms are reserved for our group at a cost of $149/night.  When you call the Holiday Inn to make reservations, state that you are with the Climate Observation Program to receive the discounted rate.
· A hotel parking garage is available.  The rate for hotel guests and conference attendees is $10.00 per day. 

· Public transportation (Silver Spring metro stop and bus station) is within walking distance.

A continental breakfast and coffee/tea will be available each morning starting at 0800 just adjacent to the meeting room.  Lunch will be on your own; a local restaurant guide will be provided at the meeting.  An icebreaker reception is scheduled for Monday evening and a poster reception for Tuesday night.  

The closest airports are Ronald Reagan (National), Baltimore Washington International (BWI), and Dulles (IAD).  If you fly into National you can take the metro to Silver Spring.  If you need directions regarding how to most easily travel to/from an airport, please email and we will be happy to send you details.  Information is also available on the meeting registration website.

If it is necessary for you to ship material to the Holiday Inn prior to the Annual System Review, please mark your package clearly with:

Holiday Inn Washington Silver Spring

8777 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring, MD, 20910

Hold For: Name of Guest, Name of Conference, Dates of Conference

Summary

Please share any ideas or comments that you have regarding the plan for the Annual System Review.  We will be developing the final agenda over the next two months.  If you believe that an important participant has been missed on the invitation list, please forward this letter to him/her and let us know so we can add to the mailing list.  Thanks.  We look forward to your participation at the Climate Observation Program 3rd Annual System Review.  

Warm regards,

Diane Stanitski

Office of Climate Observation

NOAA Office of Global Programs

1100 Wayne Avenue, Suite 1202

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

(301) 427-2089, x144

diane.stanitski@noaa.gov
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