MODF NetCDF Convention

Motivation:


Files and filenames:
A set of MODF files is developed for each location for each Special Observing Period (SOP) and consists of two files. One file should only contain data from radiosondes and the second one carries all the data from the rest of the instruments at the site.
MODF filenames should be of the form WHERE_obs_sop#.nc and WHERE_obs_sonde_sop#.nc and the fields are as follows:
WHERE – lower case string identifying the site. Full list of potential sites available in YOPP_Supersite_common_model_output.docx.
sop# - Special Observing Period the file is developed for. 
Special Observing Periods:
1) February 1st to March 31st, 2018 in the Arctic,
2) July 1st to September 30th, 2018 in the Arctic, and
3) November 16th, 2018 to February 15th, 2019 in the Antarctic.
4) February 1st to March 31st, 2020, aligned with the Multidisciplinary drifting Observatory for the Study of Arctic Climate (MOSAiC).

Global Attributes:
Both MODF files require the following global attributes.
date_created
Conventions
title                  
institution 
creator_name 
contact 
project 
source  
references
acknowledgement
license
comment
standard_name_vocabulary 
keywords YOPP, Polar, Arctic, Supersite, Observations
location
time_coverage_start 2018-02-01 00:00:00
time_coverage_end 2018-03-31 23:59:00

WHERE_obs_sonde_sop#.nc:
featureType  trajectory

Dimensions:
WHERE_obs_sop#.nc:
time - the MODF dataset should contain the dimension time. It’s the first dimension defined and it can have the length unlimited.
height -

depth - 


WHERE_obs_sonde_sop#.nc:
time -
time_rel -
Variables:
WHERE_obs_sop#.nc:
time(time)
height(height)
depth(depth)
lat
lon
orog

WHERE_obs_sonde_sop#.nc:
time(time) –
time_rel(time_rel) – 
release_time(time_rel) – 
count_per_sonde(time_rel)
index_sonde(time_rel)
source(time_rel)
lat(time)
lon(time)
alt(time)
Variable attributes:
'units'
‘long_name’
‘standard_name’
‘missing_value’
[bookmark: _GoBack]‘actual_range’


